


                                                                                                                                                                
The Gate, Pentre Road, St Clears, Carmarthen, SA33 4AA 
07468 456077 
e-mail: clerk@stclearstowncouncil.co.uk 
 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Council (FC) held on 21st July 2026 at 7.00pm at Y Gât
MEMBERS PRESENT: Cllrs Dr WEVJDavies, R.G. Edwards, J. Rees (Mayor), I. Thomas-Wigley, B. Thornton
2026.036. Apologies. Apologies received from Cllr K. Major.

Cllr Dr W.E.V.J. Davies thanked the Council and town clerk for the get well wishes messages and cards received.

2026.037. Declarations of Interest
Item 2026.54 Bancyfelin lease - Cllr GEdwards 
Item 2026.055 RBL – Cllr JRees.
Item 2026.056 To receive an update on Y Gât - Cllr BThornton and all Councillors on a non-pecuniary basis.

2026.038. To receive a Youth Club update report from Heulwen O'Callaghan
Members received an update from Heulwen O'Callaghan regarding the Youth Club.
It was reported that the Club has been on hold since March 2025 due to staffing issues. Carmarthenshire County Council have yet to replace staff who have retired or left. Any staff appointed would be required to hold the appropriate youth work qualifications and DBS clearance.
Approximately 20–25 young people had previously attended sessions. Members discussed the limited provision for youth services in West Wales and the impact this is having on local young people.
Possible opportunities for support through Menter Gorllewin Sir Gâr (MWWD), Active Sir Gâr and other youth service providers were discussed. Consideration was also given to the possibility of a permanent base at Y Gât and what opportunities this may present.
The Council thanked Heulwen O’Callanhan for the update and attending the meeting.
RESOLVED to receive the report and pursue discussions with the relevant organisations regarding future youth provision at St Clears including staffing, accommodation etc.

2026.039. To receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office from the Deputy Mayor 2026–27. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was received from Cllr Dr W.E.V.J. Davies.

2026.040. To appoint representative on outside body of Ysgol Griffith Jones. 
RESOLVED to nominate Cllr B. Thornton as the Town Council representative on the Governing Body of Ysgol Griffith Jones and to inform the Local Authority and school.

2026.041. To adopt the:
· Freedom of Information Procedure 
· Publication Scheme 
RESOLVED to adopt the Freedom of Information Procedure and Publication Scheme.

2026.042. To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 19th May 2026. Correction: to include those Members present.
RESOLVED that, subject to this amendment, the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 19th May 2026 be approved as a true record.

2026.043. To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 16th June 2026. RESOLVED that the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 16th June 2026 be approved as a true record.

2026.044. To approve the minutes of the Special Meeting held on 30th June 2026. RESOLVED that the minutes of the Special Meeting held on 30th June 2026 be approved as a true record.

2026.045. To approve the minutes of the Special Meeting held online on 16th July 2026. RESOLVED that the minutes of the Special Meeting held online on 16th July 2026 be approved as a true record.

2026.046. Matters Arising. NONE

2026.047. To approve the schedule of payments. Following discussion, the Council RESOLVED to approve the revised HMRC mileage rate of .55p per mile for travel reimbursement, to retrospectively approve the June payments made under discretionary powers and to approve the July 2026 schedule of payments.
2026.048. To approve the updating of the Mayoral Board
RESOLVED to update the Mayoral Board to include Mrs J.S.V. Rees for the municipal years 2025–26 and 2026–27.

2026.049. To review Members' Interest Forms
Members reviewed their Register of Interests form. Members who wished to update the document to be issued a new copy for completion. Those that required no change to be typed and further approval to be sought prior to being published on the Council website.

2026.050. To review the Council's Defibrillators / Telephone Booths
The Members reviewed the Council's defibrillators and the issue of replacement and responsibility. RESOLVED to approve the replacement of pads and batteries, through Tenby First Responders, as and when required following deployment or being out of date without the need to seek Council approval first, as this could cause delays and impact on an emergency. Council to approve retrospectively. 

The Town Council considered taking back responsibility for the Defibrillator outside the Leisure Centre and register as such on the Circuit. RESOLVED to undertake this task and request the assistance of the Guides & Scouts, Football Club as well as the Leisure Centre to assist with future monitoring.  
RESOLVED to arrange for a defibrillator to be fitted on the outside of the Y Gât following CCC consent.
RESOLVED to arrange Defibrillator training at Y Gât for Members and local groups, including the Football Club, Guides and Scouts, TROTs etc. 

2026.051. To receive the Clerk's Report

I. Carmarthenshire County Council

(i). Planning/Licensing. 

	PL/10402
	Retrospective permission for silage clamp and proposed roof covering over part of existing silage store 
	Parc Yr Abbot, St Clears, Carmarthen, SA33 4NB  
	Parthed ymgynghori:  
cynlluniau diwygiedig / derbyniwyd gwybodaeth ychwanegol

	Dyddiad Gorffen Parthed 
Ymgynghori 12/06/2026


	PL/10914Link

27/05/26
	Tree Works: Trees in conservation areas/subject to TPOs.
T1 Removal one Ash with advanced Ash dieback.

T2 Target pruning of one sycamore away from property (approximately 3m) on West Side T3 Height reduction of two conifers by half to reduce limb weight over outbuilding
	Riverside House, Bridge Street, St Clears, Carmarthen, SA33 4EW
	In Review
	Awaiting Decision

	PL/10200
	Variation of Condition 2 (plans) and 3 (removal of buildings and caravan) on PL/07822 (Demolition of redundant commercial building (former forge) and redevelopment of site to accommodate a commercial garage) to allow retention of caravan 
	Selwyn Forge, St Clears, Carmarthen, SA33 4JP  

	Parthed ymgynghori:  
cynlluniau diwygiedig / derbyniwyd gwybodaeth ychwanegol

	Dyddiad gorffen parthed 
ymgynghori :19/06/2026


	PL/11033
23/6/26

	Erection of detached dwelling house, garage, vehicular access and associated works 
	Land North of Park Villa, St Clears, Carmarthen  
	Dyddiad Dechrau Ymgynghori: 23/06/2026

	Dyddiad Gorffen Ymgynghori:  14/07/2026


	PL/10984
24/06/26
	Erection of rural enterprise dwelling and associated works 
	Foxhole Farm, St Clears, Carmarthen, SA33 4NF  
	Dyddiad Dechrau Ymgynghori: 24/06/2026
	Dyddiad Gorffen Ymgynghori:  15/07/2026



RESOLVED there be no objection to planning applications PL/10402, PL/10914, PL/10200, PL/11033 and PL/10984.

ii) Bus Shelters – unforeseen delays with replacing bus shelters along Pentre Road. Approved to be completed within 2026_27 financial year.
Riverside railings /bollards – due to increased costs the Local Authority is looking to use different paint/material to maintain at a lower cost. However, the colour will be changed to black.

 iii) Ysgol Gynradd Meidrim consultation report for the proposal to discontinue is available to view on Carmarthenshire County Council website.
The Consultation Report for the proposal can be found by following the link - Consultation Report

iv) In partnership with Ramblers Cymru, Carmarthenshire County Council have received funding from the National Lottery and the Welsh Government to continue our successful Public Rights of Way volunteering project in Carmarthenshire.

This stage of the project will empower volunteers to adopt paths in their local area. We will recruit and train volunteers to report problems, as well as providing a maintenance toolkit to resolve issues with waymarking and overgrowth. We will also provide training to volunteers to use battery powered line-strimmers and brush cutters to clear larger areas of overgrowth. Volunteers will be able to become a custodian of paths in their local community and play a key role in preventing small problems from becoming major obstacles. This role is flexible and impactful, and anyone involved will receive ongoing support and communications to ensure this role is carried out safely and responsibly.

In addition to Adopt a Path, we’re also carrying out group tasks that bring people together for social and impactful volunteering on Rights of Way. These include guided ‘Snip and Stroll’ walks and Path Action Days supported by CCC Rangers.
2. Welsh Government
The Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru (DBCC) has been asked to explore attitudes and perceptions of Town and Community Councillors with consideration to their views on the size and structure of such councils and how they vary according to local circumstances.
This online questionnaire forms one part of a review and will ask for information about your area, and your views and experiences of being a Councillor. The questionnaire is being carried out on DBCC’s behalf by Opinion Research Services (ORS), an independent research company and will take around 15 minutes to complete. Your feedback will help DBCC make recommendations on whether there is an appetite for a review of the size and structure of such councils across Wales. We welcome and encourage responses from individual councillors as well as agreed submissions from Councils as a whole.

The information you provide will be processed securely by ORS and whilst Council based responses will be shared with DBCC, any individual responses will be anonymised.
The link to the English survey can be accessed here -   www.opinionresearch.co.uk/DBCC_Town_and_Community_Council_Survey
Additional information on the survey can be found here - DBCC Town and Community Council survey – Frequently Asked Questions - Opinion Research Services

3. One Voice Wales – Training and event dates (previously circulated)

4. Finance 
XERO – letter informing of price increase. From 1 September 2026, the price of the subscription will go from £37 to £39 per month. NOTED.

5. Other
a) The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner offer a wide range of volunteer opportunities, working alongside Dyfed-Powys Police and the criminal justice system. Join the online webinar to learn more about the multiple volunteering schemes and meet the volunteer liaisons.
DATE: 2 June 2026
TIME: 13:00 – 14:00

Link to tickets: [image: ]
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/volunteer-hour-volunteering-with-the-dyfed-powys-opcc-tickets-1617398956819?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true 

b) Gwynt Glas Floating Offshore Wind Project online scoping webinar. As the council is within the identified scoping area, your insight and participation are particularly valuable to these discussions. Format: Online (joining link to follow) 
Register here: https://re-url.uk/WHU2  

			c) Planning Aid Wales - Responding to Local & Strategic Development Plans
Wednesday 10th June 2026 6 to 8pm [image: ]
A training session on understanding Local & Strategic Development Plans and the tools and knowledge to guide you in how to respond to them. 
For more information, and to book on, please click here>>
For our upcoming events, click here>>


d) 


e) 


d) Hywel Dda University Health Board – Clinical Services Plan: Stroke Services (Phase 2 Consultation) Phase 2 of the consultation on stroke services launched on 28 May 2026 and follows the first phase of the Clinical Services Plan consultation and decisions made at the Health Board’s Extraordinary Board meeting in February 2026. At that meeting, future service models were agreed for eight of the nine services included in the Plan; however, no decision was made on stroke services. The Board recognised that current stroke services are fragile and do not consistently meet clinical standards.
Following consideration of the original consultation options and two alternative proposals submitted during the consultation, the Board concluded that no single option addressed all identified issues. A preferred option has therefore been developed by combining two community-generated proposals. This includes:
· A 24-hour acute stroke and rehabilitation unit at Glangwili Hospital; 
· A stroke rehabilitation unit at Bronglais Hospital; and 
· A treat-and-transfer model at Bronglais, Prince Philip and Withybush hospitals, where patients receive initial treatment before transfer to Glangwili Hospital or, where clinically appropriate, directly to a thrombectomy centre in Cardiff or Bristol. 
The Phase 2 consultation seeks views on whether people support the preferred option and the reasons for their views. Those who do not support it are invited to comment on the previously considered options. Respondents are also asked to identify any additional factors that should be considered, including equality impacts and Welsh language considerations.
The consultation runs until 26 July 2026 and is open to patients, carers, staff, volunteers, partner organisations, residents of the Hywel Dda area, and people living in neighbouring health board areas. The Board will consider evidence and feedback from both phases of consultation before making a final decision later in 2026.
Members of the public can also attend drop-in engagement events to learn more about the proposals, discuss them with representatives, and share their views.
• 2pm to 7pm, Monday 15 June 2026, Selwyn Samuel Centre Llanelli, SA15 3AE
• 2pm to 7pm, Tuesday 16 June 2026, Haverfordwest Rugby Club, Haverfordwest, SA61 1LY
• 2pm to 7pm, Monday 22 June 2026, St Davids City Hall, St Davids, SA62 6SD
• 2pm to 7pm, Wednesday 24 June 2026, Aberystwyth Rugby Club, Aberystwyth, SY23 1HL 
• 2pm to 7pm, Tuesday 30 June 2026, Y Plas, Machynlleth SY20 8ER
• 2pm to 7pm, Monday 6 July 2026, Canolfan Creuddyn, Lampeter, SA48 7BN
• 2pm to 7pm, Wednesday 8 July 2026, Pater Hall, Pembroke Dock SA72 6DD
• 2pm to 7pm, Tuesday 14 July 2026, Ivy Bush Hotel, Carmarthen, SA31 1LG
 Or join us online:
• Thursday 18 June, 6.30pm
• Tuesday 7 July, 6.30pm
To register for an online event or for more information about the consultation: 
visit our website hduhb.nhs.wales/stroke-consultation or call 0300 303 8322 (option 5)
If you wish to receive additional paper copies or need a more accessible format, please call us on 0300 303 8322 (local call rates) and select option 5 'other services'. 
e). Natural Resources Wales (NRW) invitation to Community Flood Volunteer Events 2026 Following the popularity of last year’s events, NRW is pleased to be hosting more in Wales in 2026-7. Local event due to be held on 10 September 2026 in Carmarthen.

f) 4theregion. - Nominations are now open for the Tidy Wales Awards 2026 sponsored by Wales & West House. Is there a local community group/volunteer in your area who deserves the Cleaner Communities or Volunteer Award?  
To read more about each of our awards, click on a category: 
Circular Economy Innovation Award 
Cleaner Communities Award sponsored by Helping Hand Environmental 
Community Group Resilience Award sponsored by The Moondance Foundation 
Community Food Growing Award sponsored by Clwyd Alyn 
Community Transformation Award sponsored by Robert Price Builders' Merchants 
Matt Bunt Award for Eco-Schools Excellence sponsored by Wales & West Utilities 
Nature in the Community Award sponsored by Transport for Wales 
Uniting for Environmental Impact 
Volunteer of the Year Award sponsored by Archer Technology Group 
Young Volunteer(s) of the Year 
Nominations close 18.00 Tuesday 30 June. For any queries around the nomination process, please contact: twa@keepwalestidy.cymru  

Correspondence
a) Cardi Bach – thank you letter for financial donation
b) St Clears Football club – thank you letter for financial donation
c) TROTS – thank you letter for financial donation
d) Santa Clara – Letter expressing disappointment. More detailed explanation provided and acknowledged and appreciated
e) St Clears Carnival - thank you letter for financial donation
f) A. Osgood – concerns regarding vehicles speeding in PwllTrap. Matter for Carmarthenshire County Council Highways.
g) P. Lanc – administration clarification letters x3.
2026.052. To consider the rolling programme of repair and maintenance to benches. RESOLVED that the next benches for repair would be
Bench at turning point by William’s garage and Bench in front of Old School Board House. Remaining new bench to be located at Maes y Bryn.


2026.053. To receive and consider the Play & Skate Park reports. Reports previously circulated to Members. The Town Council undertakes monthly play area and skate park risk assessments and actions minor repair recommendations.  RESOLVED to undertake repairs to the skate park surface/gap as per report. Skaterats to be contacted to repair as soon as practical.

It was noted that CCC has an Open Space Grant available, which permits an application for replacement of play park provision. RESOLVED to make an application for the total amount to replace, repair and upgrade the current play park provision. The clerk to draft all necessary documents to complete the application by the date deadline. 

2026.054. To consider updates to Bancyfelin Play Park lease. Members received an update regarding the lease. Delays were noted and RESOLVED that further discussions with Carmarthenshire County Council Planning Officers would continue and a request for an update from the Council’s solicitor sought.

2026.055. To receive an update following the meeting with representatives of the Royal British Legion.
The Council received an update following the meeting with representatives of the Royal British Legion held on 5th May 2026 regarding the Remembrance arrangements. 
The 2025 Remembrance event was considered to have been successful. Thanks were expressed to the Town Council for managing the road closure, hosting the meeting and for maintaining a positive working relationship with the Royal British Legion (RBL). The Traffic Control team's management of the road closure arrangements was also commended.
Operational arrangements for the 2026 Remembrance Sunday event were discussed, including:
The relocation of the "Go Ahead" barrier at the conclusion of the parade to facilitate access into the car park.
Clarification of whether National Express buses use the car park during the event period.
The requirement for six volunteers to support the parade.
The potential closure of the access road from the Spar car park during the parade.
Consideration and responsibilities relating to the organisation of the Remembrance event and associated traffic management arrangements were discussed. It was noted that appropriate insurance cover and an updated risk assessment would be required for the Remembrance Parade and TTMO diversions.
The condition and maintenance of the War Memorial were discussed, including cleaning, power washing, and tree pruning prior to commemorative events.
An update regarding land ownership and land registration matters was requested, with the Town Council noting that consideration of the solicitor's response remains outstanding.
Consideration for planning for 2026 and beyond, including the programme of commemorative events, continuation of bi-annual liaison meetings with the RBL, the Civic Event, VE Day and VJ Day commemorations, and any additional commemorative events were noted.
Following discussion, the Council RESOLVED to approve the road closure application for the 2026 Remembrance Parade due to be held on 8th November and to update and submit the required documentation to CCC and respond to Go-Ahead Road Safety Management confirming their services would be required in 2026.
The two trees would be cut bi-annually and Tidy Towns deployed to clean/power wash the area prior to the Remembrance Sunday Event 2026. The Royal British Legion to remain responsible for the service and parade arrangements.
Following the advice of the solicitor, the Town Council will not be making an application for ownership as the area is deemed a public space.

The Town Council extends its deepest condolences to the family of Standard Bearer John Mycroft who has been a long-standing and active member of the RBL.

PROPOSE STANDING ORDERS

2026.056. To receive an update on Y Gât
Members received an update regarding general repair and maintenance to the building (window cleaning/replacement bulbs etc). 
Final unit hire approved meaning all units are now let. 
RESOLVED that Y Gât would purchase a Xero account rather than a QuickBooks account as previously approved. Total income from lettings to be recorded on schedule.

2026.057. To approve discretionary powers to the Town Mayor and Clerk during the August recess. RESOLVED to delegate appropriate discretionary powers to the Town Mayor and Town Clerk during the August recess to make necessary payments and to action any necessary approvals. Actions and expenditure to be reported to Council during the September meeting. 

2026.058. To consider maintenance to the railings/bollards in the town
Members considered maintenance requirements and approved that Carmarthenshire County Council has responsibility. The matter was noted and the Council approved CCC’s request that the bollards and railings be painted black when repaired and updated.

2026.059. To approve CCTV repairs. RESOLVED to approve the required repairs as necessary and approve retrospectively.

2026.060. To consider the Ten Towns Rural Market Town Vibrancy Fund
RESOLVED to approve the proposed application to the Vibrancy Fund to purchase replacement bicycle rack with shelter, bicycle repair stand with pump and solar smart seating.

2026.061. To receive an update on the Ynni Sir Gâr Community Grant and Carmarthenshire Renewable Energy Grant. Members were informed that the Ynni Sir Gâr grant application was successful. The Council’s stage one application to Carmarthenshire’s Renewable Energy Grant had been successful and the Council will now move to stage two of the process, and an energy survey report will be undertaken.

2026.062. To receive an update on S106 funding
Members received an update regarding potential S106 funding opportunities and informed that funding was available and the Council could make an application for these funds to support its future project to improve the play park provision within the town.

2026.063. To consider the vacant seats on the Council
Applications from Mair Jones and Steven Cox were considered. 
Following a show of hands, it was RESOLVED to appoint Mair Jones and Steven Cox to the vacant seats on St Clears Town Council.

2026.064. To receive reports from representatives on meetings of outside bodies, seminars etc. NONE.

2026.065. To receive the Town Mayor's Report on civic events and engagements. The Mayor reported on attendance at civic engagements between 19th May and 21st July 2026. The report noted.
· 19 May: The Mayor Making ceremony was held. With thanks expressed to all Councillors, plus ones and members of the public who were able to attend. Thanks extended to Rebecca Polson, Manager of Y Gât, for showing guests around the venue, and to Curiositea for providing a wonderful buffet.
· 20 May: The Mayor attended the Laugharne Mayor Making ceremony for Cllr Philip Wilson.
· 16 June: The Mayor and Clerk welcomed Leah, a visitor from New Zealand and a relation of Cllr and Mrs Keith Major to Y Gât. Thanks, were also expressed to Tom Brown, Flag Master, for flying the New Zealand flag during her stay.
· 20 June: The Mayor expressed her grateful thanks to her Consort, Roy Watkins, for representing the Town Council in her absence at the St Clears YFC Agricultural Show. It was noted that Roy had a particularly busy day, as he was also responsible for two stands.
· 27 June: The Mayor attended the St Clears Carnival, organised by St Clears District & Community Association. She assisted the President, Sheila Phillips (County Stores), with judging the floats and various categories. The event was very successful.
· 4 July: The Mayor and her Consort attended the Bancyfelin Carnival and joined the Presidents in judging the floats and various categories. The event was very successful.
· 15 July: The Mayor and her Consort visited Dol-y-felin Residential Home, where they met familiar faces and made new friends. They received a lovely welcome from Jason, Julie and the residents.
· 16 July: Ysgol Griffith Jones School Council was invited to Y Gât to meet the Mayor for an informal meeting. The pupils were invited to contribute items for discussion, including the play park, additional shops and narrow pavements. Some matters raised were for consideration by CCC and Llangynin Community Council. The Mayor expressed her wish to meet with the new School Council in the new school year, with a date to be arranged. She wished the leavers the very best of luck for the future in their new schools and thanked Headteacher Emyr Davies, Teacher Joanna Mason and the School Council for attending the meeting. Light refreshments followed.

2026.066. Matters for the next agenda (exchange of information only)
· Watering arrangements for the planters at Pwll Trap and Bancyfelin, including the need for volunteers. 
· Vegetation cutback along Peillac Way. 
· Request to Welsh Water for the possibility of a drinking water fountain near the car park. 

There being no other business to transact the chairman closed the meeting at 21:55hrs
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