Community and Town Councils i Wales
Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2023

] Acc tmtmg statements 2022—23 for. P

b a4 L e fmmehd 4t sk s e L geiege den o

" §tatement of Incomer and expeﬂditurelracelpts and pavments L ok
1 1. Balances brought 1 f Tuﬂhdmmmdtwmstﬂwbe@nmgdﬂﬁywa& ';
i fotward 2 AN 55920 i 106742 recorded in the Gnancial records, Must agrea toline 7 of the :
e by m o b Y . i o 85 v A A Y . st&ar R RS RSEEES S
i 2 (#)Income from I- ) !1 }Tota!amwnlolhmmmwlvedlrecewabhinmay&arﬁnmhwl :
'7 coltostontey | SVE2 1 00960 esson Greoeptorencontibuion o pringpaibodies.
o] ) Totataer LA ‘Toldmmeotmceip&mdedmmemshbmkmmusam!s :
[ e e LGS et s

g ()Siaﬁmsts B R T " iTnialsxpendﬂmmpammsmdafnandmbehaHofaﬂ

; 1 ‘lmphymlndudemhsandwmsmxamanmmas

H g ’. St PAYEandNi(enmmym&Mempwym),mﬂmnwmibuﬁom

; L 2eiep - n o dyogs | and lenmination costs. Furhude ek tofoutofpocket
N SRR SRS S ‘?f‘.pﬂ'f’;e?..____..“_. R, :
(% (loas . ! . Totalexpeﬂ&hnampayn\en{sufmpﬁaimdintere&lniadadumg l
| inderesycapiial . s : N O - tﬁeyearonexﬁermlbonwng(rfmv)

f repayments ' o : i
[ .. . Tepayment ¥ L e

L6 () Yotal oter ¢ 46116 o : 65578 1Twhlexpenditurem pamfﬂsasmmtﬂedmmamshbmkmims :
;. payients . - + staff costs (ine £) and kean interest/cap jl payments (ine ).
17, (=) Batances H 2 ;'fols!baimues s roserves ol the end af the year, Musiaquai

| . camisd forwans ,ﬁ_.“u‘."“"‘zﬂ f.‘f‘?“" s,
fg_tfmgmmwances i} ‘ - . H
;- e e ) e e e i ' et o o e
18 (+)Debtors ’ ! and expandihire ts anly: Enter tha value of H
AR R s wazﬁ..,'ﬂ";w&;'ff“?.‘?”'ew“‘“‘”m’m e
% 9. (+)To|a&cashand © 1 Al sccounts: “Fhe sum of ali mnanlanddepmdimﬂk awoun!s.

i 7 investments . cash holdings and investments hetd af 31 March, This must i
: 89606 108603  aaee with I reconicilad cashbook balance as per the bank i
P (3 ()Cmd;m s o 11(}63 Incame endexpendilum accawiiznnfy Enterl]wva!ueaf |
; ) e e monios owed by the body (excerd borowing) af the yearend, | |
s, ( )Ba!ances i ) 10574‘2 118068 ,'I‘otnl balancos should eqal iine 7 shove: Enfer the folat of :
‘ amedforward i A ey,
: 12, olat fived assols . 7 The nsset and nvestment register value of i fixed assets andany |
U andlonglerm 237362 238,140 - | other fongterm assols held as af 31 March. |
| mgsels . ’ 1. o
45, Tomlborowing 0 g e oulstanding capisl mmue 25 2131 Marchaf ot foarss from
i 9 third paﬂlezi (hc&zd‘mg PWLEB). —




Annual Governance Statement
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Additional distlosure notes®

1, Expgenditure under $137 Locs) Govemmant Act 1972 and 62 Local Govemment Act 2080
Section 137(1) of the 1572 Act permits the Cotncil 16 spend on activifes for which i has no ofhor spadific powers if the
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* inclurte hera any additonal disdiesures the Council considers necessary (o gid tha reader's understanding of the sccol;nlmg
statement andlor the annus! govermance statement.

Councll/Committee approval and cerfification

The CounciCommitioe ks respansible for the prepatalion of the accotnting stataments and the annual govetnanee statsment in
stoordance with the requiremants of the Puliic Audi (Wafes) Act 2004 (tfie Act} and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations
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Archwilio Cymru

Audit Wales

Auditor General’s report and audit opinion

| certify that | have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31
March 2023 of St Clears Town Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of
the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public
Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General
for Wales.

Audit opinion: Qualified

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of

my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for

concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:

o has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;

o that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;

o is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and

° that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure
economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Basis of Qualification

Accounting Statement
In my opinion, the Accounting Statement does not properly/fairly present the
Council’s receipts and payments/income and expenditure and financial position:

° The Council has not provided a properly completed bank reconciliation as at 31
March 2023. The provided reconciliation does not reconcile to the reported
figure within the accounting statement.

Annual Governance Statement

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s

internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:

° Assertion 1 and 4: The Council did not approve the accounts in accordance with
the requirements of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014, as the
Council did not approve the annual accounts by 30 June 2023 or publish a
notice explaining why this did not occur.

Other matters and recommendations

| draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.

Page 1 of 2 - Auditor General’s report and audit opinion - please contact us in Welsh
or English / cysylltwch a ni'n Gymraeg neu’'n Saesneg.



Members’ allowances

The Council did not receive written notice that the members did not want to receive
their allowances. We recommend that the Council obtain written confirmation that the
members do not wish to receive their member’s allowance.

Council Approval Checks

The Internal Auditor signed the Annual Return after the Chair. We recommend that
going forward, arrangements are put in place to ensure the Internal Auditor signs the
Annual Return before the Chair.

There are no further matters | wish to draw to the Council’s attention.

Date: 20/09/2024

Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales

Page 2 of 2 - Auditor General’s report and audit opinion - Please contact us in Welsh
or English / Cysylltwch & ni'n Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg.



Annual internal audit repo

rt to:

The Council/Board/Committee’s interna

| audit, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk,

has included carrying out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls expected
to be in operation during the financial year ending 31 March 2023.

The internal audit has been carried out

in accordance with the Council/Board/Committee’s needs and planned

coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the infernal audit conclusions are summarised

in this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and the internal audit conclusions on whether,
in afl significant respects, the following control objectives were being achieved throughout the financiat yearfo a
standard adequate to meet the needs of the Councit/Board/Committee.

1. Appropriate books of account have
been properly kept {hroughout the
year.

2, Flnanclal regu!ations have been
met, payments were supported by
invoices, expenditure was approved
and VAT was appropriately
_accounted for,

Dutline of work underf.ak nas pa tof

3 The body assessed the significant
risks to achleving its objectives and
reviewed the adequacy of
arrangements to manage thege,

4. The annual preceptilevylresource
demand requirement resulted from
an adequate budgetary process,
progress against the budget was
reguiarly monifored, and resarves
were appropriate,

5. Expected income was fully
received, based on comect prices,
properly recarded and promptly
banked, and VAT was appropriately
accounted for.

6. Pefly cash payments were properly
supporfed by receipts, expenditure
was approved and VAT
eppropriately accounted for.

7. Salaries to employees and
allowances to members were paid
In accordance with minuted
approvals, and PAYE and NI
mqufremnls were pmperly app!red

8. Agsat and Investment registers
were complate, accurate, and
properiy mamfamed




Outiine of work undertaken as part of

8. Periodic and year-end bank accourd .
raconcitiations were propery carried ‘ . _ ;
aut. \// ' : S : :

16. Accounting statements prepared
during the year were prepared on o
the correct accounting basis - ;
(receipts and paymentsfincome and
expenditure), agreed with the
cashbook, were supportedbyan | \/’ ‘ |
adequate audit frail from underlying
records, and where appropriate,
debtors and creditors were properly
recorded,
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* 1fthe responge is ne’, piease state the |mprcat|ons and acﬂon being teken to address any weakness in contro! ﬂenuﬁed
{add separate sheets if needed).

“ |f the response Is 'not covered', please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when: it is next
planned, or if coverage is not required, internal audit must explain why not,

‘{My detalled findinge and recommendations Vhich | draw 10 the afténtion of the’ Couﬂcil_lauoardJCQmmitiee afe included fn my
‘detalied report 16 tie counauaoardrmmmuttea daied -2 H OO 2020 » Dalets if no report prepared

Internal audit confirmation

liwe confinm that as the Council's intamal auditor, liwe have not been involved In a management or administrative role within the
body (including preparation of the accounts) or as a member of the body during the financial years 2021-22 and 2022-23, | also
confirm that there are no confiicts of interest surrounding my appointment.
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